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Sir: 

In compliance with Applicant's duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in 
conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.98, Applicant hereby submits the following references for 
consideration by the Examiner. Copies of the cited U.S. Patents are not being supplied pursuant 
to the waiver of the rules presented in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Official Gazette 
Notice dated August 5, 2003. Copies of all of the other cited references are enclosed along with 
a completed copy of Form PTO-1449. 
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Art Unit: 2855 
Examiner: unassigned 



I. 



DISCLOSURE 



A. U.S. Patents 



Patent No. 



Inventor 



6,257,907 Bl Feichtinger 

6,617,571 B2 Thaler etal. 

B. Foreign Patents 

Reference No. Country 

42 41 020 Al Germany 

195 23 795 CI Germany 

195 43 372 Al Germany 

199 13 262 Al Germany 

100 31 302 Al Germany 
II. DISCUSSION 



Issue Date 

07/10/01 
09/09/03 

Pub. Date 

06/09/94 
12/19/96 
05/22/97 
09/28/00 
01/10/02 



A. German Reference No. 42 41 020 

Based solely on the drawings and the attached English language Abstract, the '020 
reference is pertinent, because it appears to disclose a rotating actuator for a throttle flap with 
electrical connection contacts and a throttle position sensor within a chamber. 

The '020 reference was cited as an A-type reference in a Search Report regarding 
corresponding German Patent Application No. 103 16 870.2. An A-type reference provides 
technical background and is not relevant to patentability. 

B. German Reference No. 195 23 795 



Based solely on the drawings and the attached English language Abstract, the '795 
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reference is pertinent, because it appears to disclose a cable gland using a crimp sleeve and a 
collet. 

The '795 reference was cited as an A-type reference in a Search Report regarding 
corresponding German Patent Application No. 103 16 870.2. 

C. German Reference No. 195 43 372 

The pertinence of the '372 reference is discussed in paragraphs 0004 and 0005 of the 
j subject application. Based solely on the drawings and the attached English language Abstract, 

the '372 reference appears to disclose an angle measurement device with a cable strain relieving 
device inside of a housing. 

D. German Reference No. 199 13 262 

Based solely on the drawings and the attached English language Abstract, the '262 
reference is pertinent, because it appears to disclose a part of a connecting cable being fastened 
by a holder on a housing, wherein the holder may release tension of the connecting cable. It is 
believed that the '262 reference corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 6,257,907. 

The '262 reference was cited as an A-type reference in a Search Report regarding 
corresponding German Patent Application No. 103 16 870.2. 

E. German Reference No. 100 31 302 

Based solely on the drawings and the attached English language Abstract, the '302 
reference is pertinent, because it appears to disclose an angle measuring device with a housing 
having an opening for electrical connections. It is believed that the '302 reference corresponds 
to U.S. Patent No. 6,617,571. 

The '302 reference was cited as an A-type reference in a Search Report regarding 
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corresponding German Patent Application No. 103 16 870.2. 



HI. CONCLUSION 

It is believed that none of these references, alone or in combination, disclose or suggest 
the invention claimed. However, Applicant wishes to make it clear that the disclosure of the 
above references is in no way an admission that they qualify as prior art. It is Applicant's desire, 
however, to have these references available in the record for both the Examiner and the public to 
see. Applicant therefore requests that the Examiner review the entire disclosure of each 
reference and make the above-listed references of record. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 34,483 
Attorney for Applicant 

BRINKS HOFER 

GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
(312)321-4200 

Dated: July 15, 2004 
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